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Presidents of  Hungarian Trade Unions 

ESZT, SZEF and MASZSZ 

 

Dear Friends,  

On behalf of the All – Poland Alliance of Trade Unions (OPZZ), I would like to express our 
solidarity with your members and all working people in Hungary, who are affected by the 
unacceptable changes in the employment law and are being a target of attacks of your 
government. Trade union rights are fundamental rights and it is of utter importance for any 
states calling themselves democratic to respect them. In the time of the pandemic crisis more 
than ever, governments should protect workers’ rights and support social dialogue and 
collective bargaining. 
 
In particular, we strongly criticize the adoption of the Decree 104/2020, which provides 
employers with power to unilaterally order 24-month working time frame, while prohibiting 
any derogations in collective agreements. This measure complements previous government 
decree suspending provisions of the Labour Code, for the period of the state of emergency.   
  
Furthermore, we express our protest against the initiative of the Hungarian government aiming 
to remove a public employee status from 20,000 workers employed by libraries, museums, 
archives, social cultural centers, theatres and orchestras. The unexpected and particularly 
cynical actions of the government, taken without any consultation with the trade unions, 
constitute a violation of all international labour standards. Neither the procedure nor the 
intentions are acceptable and justified, especially now, during the coronavirus epidemic, when 
the trade unions have limited capacity to act due to the public health situation and restrictions 
on communication and assembly. 
 
We are also deeply concerned to hear that on the 4th of May, the Hungarian Parliament adopted  
a political declaration, rejecting the ratification of the Istanbul Convention on the grounds of 
promoting  “destructive gender ideologies” and “helping illegal migration”. In our believe the 
time of unprecedent pandemic crisis should not be used to issue ideology driven declarations 
but to develop legislations aiming at protecting workers and their families.  
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Sadly, I need to admit that the situation in Poland demonstrates a converging approach of the 
government to trade unions. Such as for instance, when the ruling party misusing the pandemic 
crisis introduced the legislation limiting the autonomy of social partners. Therefore, more than 
ever workers and trade unions of Poland and Hungry should stand united to protect social 
dialogue and collective bargaining.  
 
We reassure you about our solidarity and support for your members and their families in these 
difficult times.  
 

 

 

Andrzej Radzikowski [-] 

OPZZ President 

 

 
 

  


